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Leys Leisure Cent 


A NEW soft play area, créche, exercise studio, fx Mata nre 6 
meeting rooms and offices have been 
officially opened at Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre. 

Work on the new competition swimming pool 
and pavilion continues while residents and visitors 
can enjoy the new facilities. 

The first stage of the revamp at the leisure centre a 
was Officially opened by Councillor Mike Rowley, 
Board Member for Leisure Services. 

The work has seen the creation of a new soft play 
area, a creche, and the conversion of the upstairs 
meeting room into a new exercise studio, meeting 
room and offices. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board Member for 
Leisure Services, said: “lam pleased to be opening 
the first stage of our new leisure centre. The work 
to the new competition pool is progressing well 
and | am looking forward to seeing the completed 
building. 

“It will be a great asset to the community and 
the new soft play area and créche will be a fantastic 
resource to the community.” 

After the official opening local children had the 
chance to try out the new Ollie World Soft Play area. 

The new sports pavilion will be ready for the 
new football season and the competition pool, fun 
pool and sauna are still on target for opening in the 
winter. 

The new competition pool facility is on target to 
be completed at the end of this year and will cost 
£9.23 million. 

David Hunt, General Manager of Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, added: “It is very rewarding to see the 
new centre taking shape. The new studio and créche 
have been well received and the soft play area is 
already proving very popular with local families’ 

“When the new competition pool, fun pool, 
sauna and pavilion are completed and added to the 
existing facilities we will have one of the top leisure 
facilities in the region." 
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Lend a hand at 
the Leys Festival! 


Find out how on page 2 


Blackbird Academy Trust's 
Horticultural Show 
Read all about it on page 7 


CUTING THE RIBBON: David Hunt, Centre Manager (/eft) withCllr Mike Rowley. Photo by David Flemming. 


New look for Blackbird 


IN THE BALL PIT: brother and sister, Chloe Tappin, 1, and Onslowe, 3. Photo by David Flemming. 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Schools out 
for summer! 


AS THE great Alice Cooper 
song goes, and for the last 
week or so | have heard 
that song numerous times 
over the airwaves! It is most 
definitely the summer 
holidays and while children 
can relax and forget about 
homework and exams fora 
while, for working parents 
the perennial problems of 
how to juggle work with 
childcare are looming large. 
It is not easy trying to work 
and make sure the children 
are happy, and not everyone 
has the luxury of flexible 
hours or enough money to 
pay for summer camps to 
keep them entertained. So 
if you are a working parent 
and trying to navigate 

your way through the next 


was to get together with 
other working parents and 
organise childcare swaps. 
No cash exchanged hands, 
we simply took it in turns to 
mind each other's children. 
If you do manage to get 
some time off together as 
a family, Oxford has some 
great events going on at 
museums and other venues 
throughout the holidays 
and further afield there are 
plenty of options too, many 
of which do not need to 
cost a fortune. Good old 
fashioned picnics in parks, 
nature walks and games 
either in the park or at home 
in the garden, are all good 
ways to make the most of 
the fabulous weather and 
keep children busy. 
Whatever you get up to 
this month enjoy it and have 
fun and we will be back in 
September with our back to 
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Lend a hand at 
the Leys Festival! 


PREPARATIONS for the 

Leys Festival on Saturday 6 
September from 12—4pm in 
Blackbird Leys Park are going 
very well, and the organisers 
are looking for local residents 
to volunteer on the day for 
an hour or two. 

Organiser Jane Gallagher 
said: “It is gearing up to bea 
fantastic event, with lots of 
playful fun for all ages, anda 
great celebration of the Leys 
area. We would love local 
people to volunteer for an hour 
or two on the day - or more 
if you like! This will really help 
the day to run well. Volunteer 
jobs include helping to set up 
in the morning (between 8am 
and 12pm), helping with stalls 


Face painting at last year's Leys Fair. 


course, the final of the PING! 

table tennis competition, body 
zorbing balls, singing, arts and 
crafts, smoothie bikes, the final 


you would like to be part of this 
wonderful event, please get in 
touch now.” 

There will be activities 


and general help during the 


for all ages, from birth to age 


of ‘CDI's Got Talent’, food stalls 


school issue! 


Sowolw 


few weeks, you have my 
utmost sympathy as | have 
been there too! For me, 
one of the best solutions 


event (12-4pm) and helping to 
tidy up at the end (4-6pm). If 


100+! There will be Laser Quest, 
circus skills, Tricky Trails bicycle 


and lots of local groups are 
bringing exciting activities. 


@ Contact Jane Gallagher on 01865 779474, or email jane.gallagher@oxonplay.org.uk. 
Leys Festival website: www.leysfestival.weebly.com 


RIVER SAFE, a film about swimming safely in wild 
waters, is now being screened in school assemblies 
around Oxford. The film was produced by young 
people in Film Oxford's Digital Youth Collective. 

‘Film under the Stars’ will also be premiering River 
Safe alongside the screening of: Monsters University 
on Saturday 26 of July at Hinksey Park; Muppets 
Most Wanted at Sunnymead Park near Cutteslowe 
on 2 August; The Lego Movie at Fettiplace 
Recreational Ground in Barton on 16 August. Each 
event begins at 9pm and finishes at 11pm. 

The aim of River Safe - created by young 
people, for young people, is to draw attention to 
the dangers of wild swimming in communities 
near open waters. Water related incidents have 
been linked to cycling on flooded towpaths, drugs, 
jumping off bridges and inability to swim. The 
problem is that young people are poorly informed 
of how dangerous rivers can be and not aware of 
basic safety precautions. River Safe will document 
the risks, so young people can enjoy these 
environments safely. 

From an initial Digital Youth brainstorming session, 


COMPETITION The winners of last month's Kid's drawing competition are Rebecca, age 7, from Greater Leys (left) and Ola, age 6, from 


WINNERS 


River Safe film 
now released! 


By Yasmine Hajji 


one young person proposed a campaign to make 
young people more aware of water safety as they 
had known of a 15-year-old who had drowned in the 
river. Upon doing research, the information on safety 
available appeared quite academic and irrelevant 

for young people living in Oxford. So, surveys were 
distributed and the data collected revealed that 70% 
of young people had received no training at all in 
regards to river safety. When asked about the most 
effective method of communication, 75% of young 
people felt film would be the best option. 

Led by two presenters, the production which 
interviews Oxford's Fire and Rescue Services as well 
as Oxfordshire County Council, offers polarised 
views on wild swimming with a mix of input from 
young people. 


t 
| r 
b ch 


Without telling the audience what to do, River 
Safe presents the facts in an unbiased fashion, so 
young people are better informed when making 
their own decisions. In addition to the production, 
an educational leaflet also created by the group, will 
accompany the distribution of the film at screenings 
and assemblies. 

The Digital Youth Group at Film Oxford was 
set up in March 2012 as a free platform for young 
people from all backgrounds to engage with and 
develop film and digital projects with the support of 
industry professionals. 

Over the last two years the group has developed 
websites, produced web news packages, researched 
and developed documentaries and dramas as 
well as created visual projections for live events in 
Oxford. 


@ Film Oxford is a training centre for film and 
digital media, for more information, please visit: 
www.ofvm.org or contact either Geron Swann 
at geron@filmoxford.org or Yasmine Hajji at 
yasminehajji@hotmail.co.uk. 


Blackbird Leys (right). They both win a fantastic 67 piece art and craft set. For this month's competition turn to page 12. 
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Food and friendship 


on the Leys 
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THE annual intercultural mass was held enjoy a truly multicultural occasion. the Wardens of Merton College Sir Martin Food from different countries was 
at The Sacred Heart Catholic Church Among the guests who attended the and Lady Taylor, as well as Dame Cecile shared and entertainment was provided 
in Blackbird Leys, and gave the whole mass were Sheriff of Oxford Councillor the Governor General of Grenada and Rev by the East Timorese Community as well as 
community the chance to get togetherand Rae Humberstone, MP Andrew Smith and Heather Carter from the Leys. Irish dancing. 


with CDI 


THE CDI summer project is back! The project is in 
its 19th year and a fun packed summer is planned 
for young people. 

For those budding Master Chefs there will be a daily 
kids cafe where young people are taught how to cook 
dishes from around the world, or if you are the more 
artistic type learn different styles of graffiti art and put 
it on a t-shirt, hat or canvas. 

For those who would like to get active there is 
badminton, table tennis, dodge ball, ice skating street 
dance and plenty more high paced activities to keep you 
going. Learn new skills in photography and video learn 
how to make a beat, compose a song and record it. 

These are just a few of the activities on offer over the 
summer from 28 July —- 22 August 10 - 4pm the project is 
for ages 9 - 19, and the cost is £2 per day. Trips cost extra 


@ For further info contact the CDI 01865 395 927 
or email leyscdi@btconnect.com 
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AGNES SMITH ADVICE CENTRE 


Working 
Tax Credit 


WORKING Tax Credit (WTC) is a benefit 
for people who are working and ona 
low income. You can get WTC if you 
or your partner are working enough 
hours a week and your income is low 


enough. You must be living in the UK. 

If you are single or in a couple and 
have no children you must be working 
at least thirty hours a week. If you are 
single or a couple with children and 
work at least sixteen hours per week 
you may be able to claim but this 
would depend on your household 
income. 

If you are aged sixty or over and 
work at least sixteen hours a week you 


can put ina claim WTC. 

If you are disabled and over 16 
years old, work at least 16 hours per 
week and on qualifying benefit you 
may be able to get WTC. This will also 
depend on the amount you earn.WTC 
may look at how your disability affects 
your ability of finding work. 

To assess if you are entitled to 
WTC the Inland Revenue and customs 
will look at the amount you earn and 
by looking at the various elements 
that make up working WTC. These 
elements will depend upon your 
personal situation and the elements 
that apply to you. The elements 
are the basic element which applies 
to all, second adult element, alone 
parent element, a thirty hour element, 
disability element and severe disability 
element. Also, there is a childcare 
element which will apply to those 


that have children and wish to have 
childcare whilst at work. Working 

Tax Credit is worked out from your 
previous year's income and runs from 
6 April through to 5 April the following 
year. 

To apply for WTC you should 
contact them on their helpline 0345 
300 3900 and they will send you an 
application pack. 


@ If you would like more advice 
about WTC you can contact the 
Centre on 01865 770206 or attend 
one of our drop-in session which 
are held on Monday 2pm-4pm 
which is that the main advice 
centre, Tuesday 10am- 12pm at the 
Farmhouse, Thursday 10am-12pm 
at the farmhouse and Friday 
10am-12pm at the advice centre. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 


Telephone: 01865 770206 Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 


GREEN FINGERS | 


By Stuart Mabbutt 


More about 
edible flowers 


THANKS to another reader 
we have the subject to 

the next in these wildlife 
gardening articles. Well, sort 
of! This time | write about 
what plants are edible 

ina garden that we may 
ordinarily walk past. | wrote 


@OxFutures 


#PoweringUP 


about this a number of 
years ago but as its a subject 
that fits in with the theme 
of these wildlife related 
articles which hopefully get 
you to look at gardening 
with a new slant, | think its 
inclusion is valid. 


@DECCgovuk 
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Carnations can be used 
as cake decoration. The 
surprisingly sweet petals, 
cut away from the bitter 
white base of the flower can 
be used in desserts. 

Day Lilies, slightly sweet 
with a mild vegetable 
flavour, similar to asparagus 


and zucchini. The large 
petals can be used ina 
salad. Many Lilies contain 
alkaloids and are NOT edible 
so care must be taken. 
Fuchsia flowers have a 
slightly acidic flavour. The 
berries are also edible. 
Alliums or "Flowering 
Onions," All are edible. All 
parts of the plants are edible 
and ideal for salads. 
So you see, no need 
to go hungry, food is all 
around you, even in a basic 
garden. 
Happy Gardening 
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Scaling up community energy together 


August 2014 


Remembrance of 
World War One 


By Mia Flores-Borquez 


HAVING developed an interest 

in history, archaeology and 
anthropology from an early age, | 
have been interested in exploring the 
local history of my surroundings at 
the Leys. The landscape of the Leys 
has always suggested itself to me as 
abundant with clues of an interesting 
past something of which we saw 
evidence in the autumn of 2012 with 
the archaeological dig that took place 
at The Priory. 

As commemorations of the 
start of World War One have taken 
place, | have explored the physical 
connections to the event in the area. 
Exploring the physical connection has 
been a necessity because no survivors 
from that time are alive today. What 
has been left behind are quiet and 
yet powerful physical evidence of the 
taking part and the supporting role 
that was played at the time, which is 
also brought to life by hearsay. 

The local parish churches and 
graveyards of Garsington and Marsh 
Baldon, to name but two, bear 
poignant testimony to the men from 
the area who went to fight in World 
War One at an early age and who died 
in defense of freedom. The plaques 
and gravestones reflect the affection 
and the impact that their loss had 
on their families and on the local 
community. 

Evidence of the role that the 
landscape played in support of the 
war effort also remains in little known 
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pockets of our neighbourhoods. One 
such relic is a former airfield that is 
now a fenced playing field located 

at the edge of Littlemore just before 
the Blackbird Leys Bridge and in front 
of the southern bypass in Oxford. 
Knowledge about this local landmark 
has been passed down through 
generations of local residents as no 
plaque or sign indicating its past 
exists. 

Surprisingly, yet more local 
knowledge closer to home has 
highlighted the role that our 
neighbourhood and the local airfield 
must have played at the time. Buried 
in our tranquil Spindleberry Nature 
Reserve are said to be parts of 
aircrafts that flew in the direction of 
the airfield at Littlemore. Speaking to 
Mr Paul Layden, a local resident and 
active member of our community, 
he confirmed that when moving into 
the area more than 40 years ago, it 
was widely known that bits of aircraft 
were strewn at the Spindleberry 
Nature Reserve. Having clambered in 
the midst of the Spindleberry Nature 
Reserve during the past years in search 
of berries | can well imagine that, as 
surrounding land to the airfield was 
claimed for housing, a convenient 
and local ditch may have become the 
repository of any discarded material 
from the Littlemore airfield. As such, 
the tranquility and beauty of our local 
Spindleberry Nature Reserve bears 
quiet witness to the sacrifice of all 
those who fought and were affected 
by the War. 


ON UutTures >> 


Depart 
of Energy & 
Climate Change 


Setting the scene - Insights from pioneers - Defining the challenge ahead 


Speakers include: Ed Gillespie, Co-founder of Futerra (chain; Cllr Bol Price, Leader, Oxford 


City Council; Rebecca Willis, Associate, Co-operatives UK and Pure Leapfrog; Barbara 
Hammond, CEO, Low Carbon Hub; Fiona Booth, Head of Community Energy Unit, DECC; 
Pete Capener, Bath & West Community Energy and Community Energy England 


Nat yworlin 
VNETWOTKIP( 


ay 
Department 


of Energy & 
Climate Change 


Address from Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, Rt Hon Edward Davey MIP 


Open space workshop: Scaling up community energy together 


The afternoons workshop will follow * Open Space’ principles and there will be an 
opportunity to choose your own discussion topics on the day. So, come armed with 
proposals and be prepared to kick start the conversation on the hot topics of the day 
around community energy. 


In addition to the speakers from the morning, confirmed participants include: 


Stephen Cirell, Stephen Cirell Consultancy Ltd 
Mark Luntley, Chair, Oxford Credit Union & Chair and Director, Westmill Wind 
Robert Rabinowitz, CEO, Pure Leapfrog 
Graham Ayling, Community Services Manager, Energy Saving Trust 


A chance to connect with one another...and power up with a delicious lunch 


All attendees are invited to join us for drinks and canapes to continue networking. This 
will be a joint reception with attendees of the UK Community Energy Awards - 
www.communityenergyawards.org.uk 
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For Parish Council information please call 01865 716943 or go to www.leysonline.net 


BLAP gets 
ready for 
summer! 


By Sue Price 


BLAP’S after school club continues 
to thrive and many children use the 
playground after school each day. It 
is closed for the summer holidays to 
re-open on Monday 8 September, 
but Joey Phillips has been busy 
preparing for the summer play 
scheme. It runs from Monday July 
28 to Friday August 22 from 10- 
4pm and costs £4 a session with 
users bringing their own packed 
lunch. 
a This summer there are many 
activities each day and coach trips 
> to Coral Reef and the Dinosaur 
Discovery Lookout have also been 
arranged. Joey said: “lam looking 
forward to this summer's play 
scheme and meeting up with lots 
| of familiar faces and meeting new 
~ ones.” 
There are opportunities 
throughout the programme to 
©) enjoy many arts and crafts. There 

~ will be visits to the local swimming 

>) pool and computer hub and there 
will be chances for children to cook, 
garden, mend their own bikes, visit 
the recording studio to record their 
own songs and take part in all the 
» outside activities the playground 
» has to offer. 

Joey can be contacted on 01865 
T 236646 / 07530933690 /blap76@ 

} yahoo.co.uk and he will be happy 
to give more details of the play 
scheme and the after school club. 
©) He will also tell you why BLAP is 
== an ideal place to hold children’s 
parties. 
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Children at BLAP get to grips with gardening. 


enue nes at | Blackbird Leys Parish Council 


COME and Cook upafeastat fresh produce to recreate 

the Community Market! the dish in their own kitchen. 
The Leys Community Market The great bonus is there is no 
is expanding. Not only need to book, but places are 
outside the Barn, where you ona first come first served 
can find the Table Top Sale, basis. 


Next Meeting Date 


Tuesday 26 August, 7pm, in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


but step inside the doors The market is excited to . P 
as pee be eae » the ne see with Parish Councillors 
tantalizing wafts of home the dedicated community A A ° ° ° 
cooked food, at the new Leys Food Bank, whose abundant Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Brian Lester, Chris Hatton, 
Community Cook — Up! donations of fresh produce 4 H H H 
Thisisanewregular _—_enableinspired cooking, | CYFil Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 
free Saturday workshop, for If you enjoy cooking and ; 
all ages, to learn and share sharing your love of all things For further details telephone 
cooking skills, be inspired edible, why not consider 
to develop great meal becoming a cook - up skills (9am—5pm) 07754 271831 
ideas and get to know your sharer? It’s interesting and 
neighbours. In these days great fun! The market would 


Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 1 


when we're watching pennies love to hear from you. 
and pounds, this wonderful 
enticing opportunity, means Come and find out 


agreat morning tojoinin _—_— more at the market 81 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 
have fun cooking, trying a - last Saturday of every 

new recipe and enjoy lunch month, 11am - 2pm. 

together. For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 


All participants can take 
home an identical bag of 


minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 7 
go to the community website: WWW. | eyso N | Ine.Nn eT 


= For more info email leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
or call Christine 07914395619 
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GROWING UP 
GRUMPY 


By Ross Arrowsmith 


HAVE you thought any 
more about...? 

No. | haven't. It’s 
that time of year again 
(or maybe it’s just me) 
where my parents, after 
months of moaning on 
about employment and 
aspirations after college 
try a different tactic 
with me. This involves 
broaching the subject 
very lightly over dinner, 
or while getting a drink in 
the kitchen. 

The all out shouting 
assault failed after 
Christmas, so they're 
trying to bea bit calmer, 
which is understandable. 


But in some ways, | find 
it just as annoying. That 
classic question you get 
when you're trying to go 
about your daily routine 
- eating a sandwich, 
playing a game, sitting in 
the garden - “Have you 
thought any more about 
what you're going to do 
next year?” 

It's that question - 
more than anything else 
that makes me lazier and 
wanting to sit around. 
When I'm left to my 
own devices | feel a bit 
more motivated to go 
and succeed for myself 
without having everyone 


else around me badger 
on about career choices 
and so on - without even 
realising, they are turning 
the whole thing into a 
chore. 

“It’s all in hand” | say, 
quietly nipping down 
the shops to waste my 
money on a scratch card 
or a lottery ticket. “Of 
course | applied for that 
job you told me about” | 
say, whipping Google up 
at lightening pace just 
in case they ask me any 
questions about it. 

Quite frankly, I’m 
not sure how I've 
survived this far. | have 
no plans for University — 
something that is coming 
more and more common 
in today’s age — possibly 
rightly so, or possibly not. 

Three years more of 
education? Getting up 
early and handing in 


things? They’ve promised 
that University isn’t at all 
like that, but I’m not sure 
| want to believe them 

a third time after being 
sold dull GCSE options 
and having a ‘creative’ 
college course end up as 
theoretical rubbish. 

I'd much rather 
try my chances at an 
apprenticeship or a part 
time job - getting the on 
the ground experience, 
because as boring as it is, 
at least it’s a bit of money 
- regularly. | can afford 
the pub! Just as long as 
| don’t turn up for work 
drunk.The choice is yours 
however, and not your 
parents! 

Not anyone else’s for 
that matter! | plan to go 
into the next chapter of 
life with an open mind, 
and so should you. 


aj THAMES VALLEY 


3 POLICE 


Neighbourhood Watch is one of the biggest and most successful crime prevention 
initiatives ever. 


Neighbourhood Watch is not just about reducing burglary figures it is also about 
creating communities that care. It brings neighbours together and can make a real 
contribution to improving their lives. 


There are other benefits to starting a Neighbourhood Watch scheme too. You will 
become familiar with crime prevention ideas that will help keep your home and 
belongings safer. By belonging to a Neighbourhood Watch scheme some 
insurance companies will offer discount on your home insurance. 


ochemes can be large covering most of the houses on a street or small involving 
just a few houses. Most people are only too willing to join, it just needs someone 
to start the ball rolling. 


For more information on how to start a Neighbourhood Watch scheme please 
contact the Neighbourhood Watch office at St Aldates Police Station, Oxford. Tel - 
01865 335133 or email - michelle.beahan@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 


Thames Valley Police believe that by improving communication between the 
police and local communities we will all make a greater impact in the prevention 
and the detection of crime and anti social behaviour. 


To receive free crime and safety messages from the police join us on 
www thamesvalleyalert co.uk 


Signy wap to 
Thames Valley 


ALERT, 


awww. Fhomasrolleyolert.co.uk 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 
FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS 


Stella Gathenya continues her 
new column contrasting the 
differences between living here in 
the UK with life in her native Africa. 
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Stories 


IT WAS THE last few weeks of term 
and my daughter's school was 
awash with activities. They were 
just about to break for Christmas 
celebrations and had been 
preparing for their nativity play. 

Naturally, my daughter had 
mixed emotions. She was worried 
if she would be brave enough to 
perform in front of a huge crowd. She 
wanted to get everything just right, 
remembering her lines and songs. So | 
helped her practice, encouraging her, 
assuring her that all will be ‘OK’ and 
that we will be proud of her no matter 
what. 

This was a good time to tell her 
that most good things do not come 
easily, that one has to sometimes 
go through a little struggle before 
acquiring the desired results. D-day 
came, | made sure she was looking 
immaculate before making our way to 
the hall. Scores of people had turned 
up; parents, grandparents, friends, 
neighbours all came to witness their 
loved ones’ performance, cameras 
ready to capture these priceless 
moments and reminisce over them in 
years to come. 

The children walked in all smiles, 
their eyes perusing the crowd in 
search of their loved ones. You should 
have seen her brother frantically 
waving at her, me blowing kisses, 
giving her that reassuring look, my 
partner by my side already taking 
photos. The children made their way 
to the sitting arrangements and after 
a brief introduction by their teacher 
they began. 

Cameras clicked, videos recorded, 
and there were occasional rounds 
of applause by proud parents. My 
daughter’s face lit up every time she 
cast a glimpse of her family as she did 
her thing and indeed did us proud. 

The play went on... "and they 
followed the star to where the baby 
was born, as He lay in a manger, they 
knelt down and prayed, they offered 
Him gifts"... the children recited as the 
words echoed on in my head and like 
a time machine transported me years 
back. 

| had a flashback of when | was 
little, how every evening after supper 
we would huddle around my grandma 
with the fire still burning to keep us 
warm. Our eyes fixated on her, waiting 
on her to grace us with captivating 
stories. She had that kind of voice that 
kept you interested, totally engrossed 
as her stories seamlessly wove onto 
the next and the next. In essence, this 
was our entertainment. 

It was also an opportunity to teach 
us how to behave, helping us make 
sense of the world. Her stories would 
also keep us in suspense, she was so 
creative that at times she would make 
up stories depending on how one of 
us had behaved on a particular day. 

In a way it did work as some sort of 
reprimand especially when cheekiness 
threatened to get the better of us. 


Depending on the way they are 

told, they tend to be embedded in 
our memories, and can be passed 
on from generation to generation. 

| have already told some of them to 
my children. So this particular day as 
usual, we raced to finish our food and 
settle into our places waiting on our 
grandma to begin. It was the harvest 
period and that meant she would 
narrate a ‘harvest story.’ 

The night was still young, the 
once blue sky had transformed into 
a vast stretch of black that engulfed 
the village. A canopy of luminous 
stars pierced through the sea of 
darkness with the moon slowly 
making its way to the centre of the 
sky. These heavenly bodies seemed 
so intimately bound with the land as 
they came together to light up the 
dull sky and make it come alive. She 
began, she had this twinkle in her 
eye; little did we know that earlier in 
the day she had spotted us being up 
to no good. That afternoon we had 
been mischievous, it was my brother's 
idea to sneak in to the neighbour's 
compound and steal mangoes. The 
mangoes seemed to get sweeter and 
sweeter the more we ate, beckoning 
us to have more. It was almost as if 
they had been waiting on us all this 
time. We should have got out earlier 
but we got carried away. 

We had in a way took it upon us 
to teach this neighbour a lesson for 
all the times he had turned us away, 
refusing to give us any mangoes. 
Little did | know it was going to be 
the last | ate of these fruits. | won't go 
into details now (maybe next time) 
but it involves us embarrassingly and 
voluntarily going to our neighbour to 
confess and being punished for the 
next few days. 

It was wonderful listening to my 
little one on the stage, entertaining 
me, in a way helping me make sense 
of the world, reminding me of the 
simplicities of life. | guess what I’m 
trying to say is it doesn’t matter where 
or how you've been brought up, who's 
telling the story or who your audience 
is, stories are an inevitable part of 
our lives. They are important to my 
children just as they were important 
to me. They tend to revolve around us, 
define us. We are like a blank canvas, 
ready for whatever life throws at us, 
it all depends with how we handle it, 
our tenacity and resilience. 

You see, | believe each one 
of us has a story, we are our past 
experiences, our successes and 
failures. Our stories are forces 
that push us forward even when 
everything around us crumbles, when 
all else fades and we perish, they 
remain. The ones we told, the ones 
people will tell about us and the ones 
we are too scared to reveal. We are 
fragments of words carefully pieced 
together by our existence. | cannot 
wait for the next of my children’s’ 
performances, watching them grow 
and their confidence grow likewise is 
the greatest gift | could ever wish for. 
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Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 | =F 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


cP ed cote rae I nh 
CROWDS in the Leys flocked to the 
Blackbird Academy Trust ‘s Horticultural 
Show at Blackbird Leys Park to show off 
their skills and try their hand at winning 
some coveted prizes. 

Among the competition categories 
were home made jams and chutneys, a 
, vegetable sculpture, home made cakes, 
| and home grown fruit. Prizes were also 
| awarded for the most beautiful bantam 
or chicken, the longest home grown 
vegetable, the best dressed gnome and 
even the best magical potion. 


TOP: Beautiful Chicken Competition Contestants 


LEFT: David Growcott from CAN with local 
residents John Smith and Alex, age 5. 


RIGHT: Orchard Meadow teacher Kate Westrop 
with Promise and Kymali, both age 7. 


All photos by Cait Sweeney. 
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FASHION a vad | Ny FESTIVAL D L HANCOCK ITD 


ON THE LEYS Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


By Natalie Wallace Established 19 years and still independent 
PLANNING on going to a music festival with some 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD’S ONLY 
G et th € friends, but not sure what to wear to it? Well | can 


=) | Se INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
Wimbledon look oF, SD) esse deere beg ua esvclexcernal Here atetws 


A caring tradiional 24 hour service 
of my favourites: provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally 


Ser er ee 


Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


SS a ae 


1. Accessorize Cara Tassle Woven Stripe 
Back Pack £27 
2. Accessorize Cara Tassel Woven Stripe 
Body Bag £22 


THE WIMBLEDON tournament upgraded for the Marylebone by 

momentarily saved me from Aspinal of London. Costing well Fy pai So now you have some ideas for bags to put your 

watching yet another football over £1000 and also seen on the Fi “—_ things in but what are going to wear to the festival? 

match night after night and also —_ ever so well dressed elbow of Here are my top picks for festival fashion and the 

served as asporting compromise Pippa Middleton, you definitely = perfect accessories to finish off your out fit. 4 -=- 

in our household. It wasn’t just need to be a Wimbledon- y j 
" 


Private Chapel Of Rest 


Ye a 


Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 


Murray's serve and R-Fed’s winning tennis WAG to own one. : Ves ian £14 oon mae 

: . se . Accessorize Tie Dye orts 

impressive good looks that Florence and Fred do a similar 5 Headband and sunglesse ex each tronierinae 
saved my sanity though. With version for just £13 (2). 6. Scarf £8 from Tu at Sainsbury’s 

every centre-court match, | was Kim is clearly a fan of 7. Accessorize Vintage Lace Cropped Top 


scanning shots of the audience — comfortable footwear and is a 8. Neon Bordar Stole £19 


Thing “> wei 7 


oy a" F 
| 


A . Sey 
in a bid to see who was there often seen strolling around im F = ree Earp Sn eeera rai y rt th. 
and what they were wearing. A courtside in a pair of stra ig { A eames P : “* ci i The Maris) Asenciarion 
y g p ppy ed payee SS 10. Accessorize Woven Cuff Pink &Turq Ls =< = LE ACE 


bit like FROW-spotting during 
Fashion Week. 

With Hollywood A-listers and 
Royals in regular attendance, it’s 
fair to say that Wimbledon has 
its very own style stakes anda 
mighty fine one at that. Nobody 
will know this better than the 
other half of Andy Murray, Kim 
Sears. With her fabulous long 
glossy locks and sun-kissed tan, 
Kim is the epitome of chic and 
practical summer style with her 
fail safe dress + jacket + tote 
combination. 

On the first day of 
Wimbledon, Kim rocked up 
wearing the Jennifer dress by 
Reiss which will set you back 
around £225; I’ve found this look- 
a-like white crochet detailed 
dress from Missguided for just 
£25 (1). 

There’s no denying that Kim 
has the most enviable handbag 
collection. Last year she was 
toting the gorgeous Mulberry 
Willow which she has now 


wedges. Always a great go-to 
shoe for the summer, wedged 
sandals will give you height but 
won't leave you wincing in pain 
by the end of the day. A pair in 

a neutral colour will go with 
everything from jeans to dresses 
like this pair from Seelovebuy. 
com (3). 

The devil is nearly always in 
the detail and this is certainly 
true when emulating someone's 
style. Look closely and you'll see 
Kim keeps her accessories classic 
and simple with every outfit 
she’s seen in. 

Jewellery is kept to a 
minimum with an on-trend 
boyfriend watch, like this one 
from Dorothy Perkins for £14 
(4) and simple silver charm 
bracelets. Add a skinny belt 
around the waist you're good 
to go! New Look have a pack of 
three for £4.99 (5) but I’m loving 
the girly pink colour just like 
Kim's. 


11. Wellies £13 from F+F at Tesco 
12. Bracelets from £1 and rings from £1.50 from Primark 
13. Accessorize Tassel Necklace 


Perfect Choice dj 
Q Funeral Plans * 
Member of ! , \ 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 


26 London Road, Headington, 
OXFORD ON3 VED 
www.dlhancock.co.uk 


Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 


@ Free expert advice 


@® Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


10} Leys News August 2014 


How to make a blog 


This month Jane Yates has been Welcome to Wix! 
inspired to create her own blog. 
Here she shares her top tips for 
anyone who is keen to start their 
own online diary. 


2 Canary md wee oueboiebhe facades ea fia pre eer 


1. Go to www.wix.com and make a free account. If you 
use social media you can sign in with that. This takes 
you to the next page called www.wix.com/new/account 
Select blog from the list on the left and choice from 
either personal, reviews or business. 


2.1 selected reviews. And hit the GO button. 
Next select a template. 


3. | chose the Literature Blog which was free and clicked : . VASE 
the edit button. This opened a shot video which tells sa fine Shep pees Aes 
you how to edit your page and save it. 

It is quite easy you just click on the images and text you 
want to change and add your own and save it. 

Also on the left hand side of the page are some buttons 

which make it easy to change the design and add more 0 ee goo 


pages. 


a kil ae 


4. | played with the settings and | got this page. It 
appears to be a fun and easy to use free site. Time will 
tell! 


5. One more thing to note: It also resizes to fit on mobile 
phones. Handy! 

6. Publishing is easy, just clip on the tab that says : on aeaealiikicn 
publish. Of course unless you pay, you will get their ao eae eee 
adverts. Still | think it’s a good deal. You can even have 
online shopping if you upgrade. 


@ Here is my web address for my blog: 
janeyatestheartist.wix.com/paradoxchild 


° Do not leave valuables or car keys ® Going on holiday? 


2 al - " “ . r * . . 
ne ose ee ; ” by open windows and doors. Mark Make it look like 
—— your valuables with your postcode you’re at home 
e In your garden? Lock your doors © Lock all windows and doors, 
and close your windows cancel milk and papers 
© Double lock your doors using the e Ask someone to keep an eye on 
Pictures for illustration purposes only key and make sure your windows your house while you are away 
are closed even if you are just 


e Don’ advertise that you are 


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN popping out going on holidayion social 
A selection of fabulous family days out and Summer priz . , 
nlstie i la © Donot leave garden tools, ladders networking sites. 
etc easily accessible in your garden, For further information on crime prevention this 
make sure your shed is secure. summer visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk 


129 Pound Way, Cowley, Oxford, OX4 3XH 


TEMPLARS SQUARE Tel: 01865 748864 
fv 


www.templarssquare.com : For further updates or information: 
Swop Pg Centre www.templarssquare.com 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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Film Oxford’s Digital Youth 
create film on River Safety 


Dance for Claudia Jones 


By Mark Samuels 


LATER this month, many of you 
will make your way to west 
London, to enjoy the annual 
carnival in Notting Hill. It is 
Trinidadian journalist-activist, 
Claudia Jones, that we have to 
thank for this great festivity. 

When a gang of white 
youths, fuelled by the British 
Union of Fascists, set upon and 
knifed to death Kelso Cochrane, 
a young Antiguan carpenter, 
hoping to be a lawyer, it 
concluded months of inter- 
racial conflict. 

Jailed and deported from 
America, for her viewpoint and 
activism; in three years, Claudia 
Jones had founded The West 
Indian Gazette - the first weekly 
newspaper, written for the 
Black community. 

It was this publication that 
sponsored and promoted the 
Notting Hill Carnival. The first 
six were held indoors. It was 
1965, when this, the largest 
street party in Europe, first 
went outdoors. 

Through editorials 
and articles, as well as her 
community work, alongside 
fellow activist, the Jamaican 
Amy Ashwood-Garvey, she 
helped to heal a community, 
riven by ignorance and hype. 
Hundreds, white as well as 


black, attended the funeral 
of Kelso. Through the work of 
Claudia Jones and other like- 
minded individuals, the British 
Union of Fascists, lost its local 
standing at the next elections. 
For this, | hope the people of 
Notting Hill, black and white, 
stood and saluted each other. 
Claudia Jones came with 
the idea of a carnival, as a 
community celebration. To 
share her Caribbean culture, 
with her British neighbours; 


a gift to all those that resided 
there. One year, it went on tour 
- to Birmingham, Nottingham 
and Manchester. Both Mighty 
Sparrow and Lord Kitchener, 
Trinidadian calypso legends, 
guested at Notting Hill. Music 
that she loved, she used to 
heal. So when you make your 
August visit to west London 
this year, to bounce, rock and 
jump around, remember this 
monumental woman. Dance 
for Claudia Jones. 


By Yasmine Hajji 


SUMMER is here and when it is hot the temptation of wild 
swimming certainly crosses a few people’s minds. Unlike 
facilitated bathing areas such as swimming pools, wild 
swimming involves venturing into bodies of water such as lakes, 
rivers or weirs. This attracts a lot of reckless behaviour and more 
commonly, water related incidents and quite shockingly, deaths. 


_ Film Oxford's very own Digital Youth Collective, a film making 
' group for young people - have decided to address this growing 
_ problem amongst young people by creating an educational film 


which is due to be screened across Oxfordshire this summer. 

From recently joining Film Oxford as a volunteer, | have had 
the pleasure of working on this project with many talented 
people. Co-ordinating the project together, Geron Swann and 
Gary Shenton stress the importance of young people talking to 
young people. Gary said: "the idea is to educate our audience on 
the pleasures and dangers of wild water swimming." 

Without wanting to put anyone off, Deaglan Brennan, the 
writer and director on the project believes the film will hopefully, 


=, "make young people more aware of the risks involved so they 


can enjoy themselves. Teenagers hate it when they feel like they 
have no control over what they want to do. We still want to give 
them that freedom of choice whilst also promoting river safety." 

If you are into wild swimming or any kind for that matter, 
keep an eye out for this film over the summer and remember go 
for it, but go for it safely. 


@ If you are interested in film making and aged between 
14-20, drop by the Digital Youth Collective which runs 


_ every Wednesday from 4.30pm at Film Oxford on Catherine 
| Street. Visit www.filmoxford.org/ for more information. 


To find out more and to register for the workshops please email 


editor@leysnews.co.uk 


We look forward to seeing you! 
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Going green in the 


THE Longlands Care Home in Blackbird 
Leys has launched a summer gardening 
project to bring people together and forge 
close community relationships. 

With the support of The Conservation 
Volunteers (TCV), headed up by Monique 
van Assouw, community project officer for 
TCV the home has now opened up a whole 
new world for residents to make friends 
and enjoy a full life in their later years. 

Monique said: “A well-used green 
place is a classroom, a gym, a playground 


T rs 


a 


and a sanctuary. It isa place that is good 
for people as well as for wildlife. Through 
environmental projects and a network 
of 2,000 community groups, we see 
people - every day, and all across the UK 
- taking responsibility for their own local 
environments. Looking after green places 
isn't just about caring for nature. It's about 
caring for people as well.” 

Volunteers at Longlands contribute 
their time and resources to transforming 
the expansive gardens into something 


— nee 
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magical for our older people to enjoy. 

It is also an opportunity for residents, 
families and staff to get their hands dirty 
and have a bit of fun, while at the same 
time providing a stimulating and sensory 
experience. 

Angela Lindsay, Activities Coordinator 
at Longlands said: “This is brilliant! We are 
delighted to have people in the gardens on 
a regular basis and we welcome everyone 
to come have a look at the progress we're 


Kids’ 


Out of this 
World 
Drawing 
Competition! 


Draw life on another 
planet as you image it 
in the space provided. 


The prize for the two 
most creative entries 
is a 67 piece art and 
craft set complete with 
wooden carry case. 
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Send your entries to: 

Kids’ Drawing Competition, 
Leys News, 

26 Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Send your entries 


I Name: .......ccccecececevcceececeseveeeeeucs 


Age: ......055 


by 15 August. 


1 Name of parent or guardian: ........0.....c.cccc cesseeseeeueeeese eee Phone number: .............00eeeeeees 
U AUPE? ca cxusteae tune cevoredeucnadsanaboeeanseritecwsetscrpeuntenehenke Anaieheaeetamenmouene 
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Gettin 
friendly on 
the Leys 


THERE is no need to be lonely on the Leys thanks to the 
Friendleys regular coffee mornings. The group was started 
in March by Liz Halliwell to make sure that everyone on the 
Leys had a good excuse to get out and see people, rather 
than being at home and alone. 

The coffee mornings are held every Wednesday at 
10.30am in the Jack Argent Room at the Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, and drinks and snacks are provided for a 
small £2 fee. 


@ For more information ring 07810 047819 


| REMEMBER before | had children, | would see women ten 
years after leaving school, after they had children and | 
used to wonder, what the hell happened to her? She looked 
different, her hair was tied up in a knot, she had put on 
some weight, and she looked really, really tired. How naive, | 
get it now. Part of it truly is age, but after you have children 
a lot of things change, we look like.... mums. 

My mum brought me a mixture of Barbies, because she 
did not want me to think that beauty was big boobs and 
blond hair, so instead | had a misfit group of dolls, a black 
doll with afro hair | insisted on combing out, a soft plump 
doll who was two inches taller than the other dolls and 
Sophie doll with straight hair, flat chest and legs that did not 
bend. 

So why do |, why do any of us get caught up in 
conventional beauty? | am continually asking "do | look like 
a mum in this dress?” and "can you cut my hair sol do not 
look like a mum?" Maybe it’s because our physical selves 
have shifted a bit, which alters our ego. Like shoe shopping 
at Brantano's, they have got to have around 3000 pairs of 
shoes and if you cannot find a pair then A) you did not really 
look or B) you have a size 15 foot, but seriously, a strappy 
stiletto is so not going to happen, my ankle fat would ooze 
through that like icing in a piping bag, and ladies, size does 
matter. |am a size 6 on one foot, mysteriously since child 
birth my left foot is a 7, so shoe shopping is about as painful 
as finding a two piece swim suit, the same size never ever 
fits both ends and something is always hanging out. 

Way before muffin tops were fashionable, cute was all 
we needed for jeans, not now it is all about comfort. Skinny 
jeans, worst fashion item ever, skinny jeans should come 
with a tag reading these jeans are skinny, whereas you, you 
may not be... skinny jeans are only good for starting off 
yeast infections, cutting off your circulation and lowering 
sperm count! 

Blingy jeans are tempting with the bling and jewels that 
line the pockets, but that is like a magnet to people's eyes 
and my bum really does not need that kind of attention. It 
also really does not help that the changing rooms are filled 
with girls half my age chatting away about their bodies 
"look at your boobs, they're so perfect, | am jealous, | hate 
you," and | think to myself "| hate you too and did not even 
get to see your boobs!" but nothing makes you question 
your own boobs more than being surrounded by three 
mirrors to get you that full frontal view! 

So here is how | see my dolls today, | am so glad | 
stopped straightening my hair, my waves are beautiful, who 
cares if my body has changed since giving birth my new 
curves are fabulous. 

Do | look like a mum? What does a mum look like? Do 
we look a bit different now than we did before we had 
children? Maybe, but we are mums. So wear what you want 
even if you have to wear tummy control pants, a special bra 
and maybe some duck tape. 

Embrace the skin you are in, stretch marks and saggy 
boobs, they're all part of the fabric of who and what we 
are as we move through the journey of motherhood and 
remember this, being a mum is hard work so hell yeah you 
do look like a mum. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Shopping at the heart of your community 
Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 


Shopping Centre register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 
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Arts and culture 
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COLD IN JULY 


FILM CORNER 


Blown away by beautiful styling 
and the thematic use of colour, the film 
lets itself down with plot holes and an 
off putting musical score. Personally, 
it appears Mickle has taken directorial 
inspiration from the likes of Nicolas 
Winding Refn, who crafted similar and if 
not better thrillers Drive (2011) and Only 
God Forgives (2013). 

Once again Michael C. Hall, the 
lead in this film, is typecasted under 
the shadow of Dexter Morgan, a justice 
driven serial killer who self-titles in the 
American crime drama, Dexter. 

Graphically explicit, watch if you 
want a fresh crime drama with a 
psychopathic twist but bear in mind 
the lack of character context and the 
confusing resolution. Verdict: Fargo 
recently achieved a successful TV 
adaptation, is Cold in July able to go 
down the same route? 


By Yasmine Hajji 


Film of the month: 
COLD IN JULY 


AMERICAN indie thriller, Cold in July, 

is a pretentious blood bath from 
undistinguished director Jim Mickle. 
Opening with a fast pace and heavy use 
of amateur film making techniques, we 
are introduced to Richard Dane, a family 
man who winds up ina big mess after 
he kills an intruder in his home on the 
grounds of self defence. 

When the deceased's father seeks 
vengeance against Dane, the film 
transforms from a cliché retribution 
plot to a tense, intelligent thriller. Both 
men find themselves being played by 
corruption and work together to find 
the truth in a violent confrontation. 


HOW T0 


SEW... 
An iPad 
Tote Bag 


Materials Needed: 

Main fabric, lining fabric, scissors 
tape measure , marking chalk/pen 
sewing machine, iron, thread 


Method: 

1. Fold your fabric in half and 
place your iPad on top. Measure 2” 
around each side of the iPad 5. Place the fabric right sides 
together and sew down the two 


sides and across the bottom. Repeat 


your second handle. 


2. Cut out two pieces of fabric and 
two pieces of lining fabric to this 
size. From the main fabric, cut outa __ this for the lining fabric. 


6. To sew a T-Junction, look at one 
corner with the 1” square cut out 

— you should see two seams. Take 
hold of these, open them out and 
square and fold two corners place the two raw edges together, 
inwards, then fold the edges 50 it looks like the seams make a 'T' 
inwards 1cm. Iron to secure in place. shape. Pin these together and sew 
Iron the top edge over and sew across the raw edge. Repeat this for 
along the top once or twice. Place —_ the other corner and on the fabric 
the pocket on the front of your main lining. 

fabric and sew in place around the —_7. To make the handles, fold and 
sides and bottom. iron a ¥4” seam on both sides of the 
4. Now to create the main body of —_ long edge. 

the bag. With both the main and _—_—8. Then fold this in half lengthways 
lining fabrics cut a 1” x 1” square in and along sew down each long side. 
each bottom corner. Repeat with the other strip to form 


square 4” x 4” for the inside pocket 
(optional), and two rectangles 

2” x 16” for the handles. 

3. To make a pocket, take your 

the seam up. 


finish). 


BOOK REVIEW 


By Jane Yates 
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Love Life, - 

Live Life 
 Bgsaten 
a one you 


LOVE LIFE, LIVE LIFE 
by Sue Stone 


NOW AND AGAIN, something will 
come along and smack through your 
life path, and | am glad to say that this 
book did this for me in a positive way. 

Our thoughts make our reality, 
create our view and way that we 
experience our world. This book | 
believe is relative to everyone, and can 
make huge impacts in the way you 
can live and enjoy life. 

|, like many people, have had a few 
tough years, brought about by my 
poor decisions and poor judgments. 
This book teaches you to admit that 
this was the case and also not to dwell 
on that but choose to focus on what 
you would like in your life, whether 
that is a better job, car or friendships. 

It takes practice but by 
concentrating on the small things 
that are good in your life you can 
attract more good things. Now| know 
some of you reading this right now, 
may think | am talking about wishful 
thinking, but that’s not it. 


9. Pin your handles to the fabric 
front of each side of the bag 312” 
from each seam, facing downwards. 
10. Have your outer bag (main 
fabric) the wrong side out and place 
the lining inside the bag (right side 
facing out); pin in place, matching 


11. Sew around the raw edge at the 
top, leaving a gap of a few inches so 
you can turn it all the right way out. 
12. Neatly trim the edges and turn 
the bag the right side out — push 
the lining into the bag, press the 
edges and topstitch all the way 
around (this will seal the gap you 
made, and give the bag a neat 


Before this book and a film | saw 
on the same subject, | spent a huge 
amount of my energy concentrating 
on negatives that have happened 
in my life. But now | focus on the 
positive. At first | found this hard 
and my mind was happier tracking 
back into the negative. The negative 
emotions had engulfed my life, so 
much so that even getting out of bed 
was too much of atrial at one point. It 
had got so bad that | had quarter of a 
year off work. This dwelling on things 
led me to have no energy, not sleep, 
eat unhealthy comfort foods and find 
little joy in life. 

| searched the internet to try and 
fill the empty hole that | was carrying 
around inside of me, only to get taken 
in by a fake on the internet. But then 
that’s another story. This story is about 
what this book has taught me, which 
is to forgive past hurts and make plans 
for the future. | would recommend 
this life affirming book to anyone, but 
especially those who feel they have no 
direction and are just going through 
the motions. 

| have cut negative thoughts, 


P= 


negative old beliefs and even though 
| found this harder, | cut negative 
friends who made me feel bad out 
of my life. | have learned through this 
book to replace these feelings with 
positive ones, however small. Instead 
of laying in bed worrying about 

the bills and how lonely | am, | now 
concentrate on what | do have in my 
life that is good. 

Like | said, | started small, | 
concentrate on everything good, like 
my curtains that shut out the light in 
the morning. Then work up to larger 
things, like my council flat. Then the 
book tells you to concentrate on new 
good things that you would like in 
yout life. 

This is a hard concept to 
understand but start small, like 
wanting a good journey, a place to 
park the car. OK by now you may think 
| have lost the plot, but whatever your 
beliefs you only have to look at me 
these days, smiling and sleeping a 
whole night and taking better care 
of myself to see the book is worth at 
least a quick read. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 
12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN 
07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@® 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford 
01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP 
01865 338050 


LYN 

Personal/complex carer providing 
the best possible care, accommodating 
all your preferences and personal 
needs. Experienced in caring for 
the elderly, adults with learning 
difficulties, dementia and severely 
disabled. Fully insured. Holds a 
current enhanced disclosure. OX4 
area.Excellent references. Prompt 
assessments available. 

@® 07517 053248 or 07507 197294 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, 0X4 3LR 
01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS 
01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore 
0X4 4LD 

01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ 
01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, 0X1 3YD 
%@ 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford 
01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR 
% 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF 
01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion clothing at 
low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
@ Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP 
9% 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS 
01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford OX4 
3PH 

@® 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD 
01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium 

% 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
® 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, 0X4 3TY 
9% 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can jimore! 


3.6 4 bedmam houses URGENTLY 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


P Want a fast sale at near market 
& price? Solutions for properties with 
little or no equity, refurbishment 


work taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may be a 
solution for you. 

@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630 332 

E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH 
%% 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
9% 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212 
%% 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD 
9 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
01865 773486 


OTHER 


WRITING, EDITING 

AND PROOFING 

Experienced freelance writer and 
editor offers professional, confidential 
and reliable service for writing, 
editing, and proof-reading.CVs, formal 
letters, thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. 

Can produce work overnight. Highly 
competitive prices. 

Contact Leys News office. 

@® 01865 711756. 


Have you watched jie 


the World 


and are inspired 
to play football? 


Cup 


Then Greater Leys Youth Football Club can help 


Greater Leys Youth FC are looking for Under 9s players to bolster the 
team for next season. If you birthday falls between 1 September 2005 to 
31 August 2007 and would like to start playing or have played before then 
contact lan on 07557 020355 for more details. 


August 2014 


What's on in the Leys 


A QUICK GUIDE TO WHAT'S AVAILABLE LOCALLY. 


If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


H Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Rd. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays 2.00— 
4.00pm and Fridays 10.00am—12.00pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse, Tues and Thurs, 
10am—12pm. 

@® 01865 770206 


Young Peoples Jobshop 
Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys 
Young People Centre. 

Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to- 
one advice. 

Blackbird Leys Young people's 

Early Intevention Service Satellite, 
Blackbird Leys Rd, 

OX4 6HW 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support for 
unemployed job seekers (you don’t 
need to be receiving benefits). 

Help offered with CV, application 
forms, advice about courses, 
apprenticeships and volunteering. 
Also free workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths and ESOL. 
@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


@ New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
@® Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. @ 01865 
772886. 

@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families with 
children ages 0 to 5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am—11.30am, at Pegasus School. 
@® Agata, 07874 187 704 

Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

® 01869 259681 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.00—5.30pm. 

£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 

@ 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


Dovecote 

Afterschool Club 

Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

‘® 01865 712299 

& 07974 234661 

@ Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
7.00—9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(for ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6—-6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00—5.00pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30—6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on 

Cuddesdon Way. 

‘@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Air Cadets 

Mon & Wed, 7.30—9.30 pm 
Sandy Lane West 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 
01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 


Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed 


@ 01865 770403 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

‘@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


@ Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, file 
management, PC maintenance and 
more. 

@ 01865 714492 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 

Tues and Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


Oxford & District 

Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West 

Club is looking for new members and 
invites men, women, boys and girls 
of all ages and abilities to come along 
and try out indoor bowls. We're a 
friendly club and would welcome any 
new members. Call Paul Thompson 
or Jean Richards on 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 or 
Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


Ef Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 
@ Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30—11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00—12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 

Thursdays, 9.30—10.30am 
Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30—11.30am 
Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30—12.15pm 
@ 01865 467020 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. 

General swimming times are: Mon & 
Fri, 5.45—6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.15am—1.00pm, & 
1.30—2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 

Mon, 12—1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30—12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12—1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12—1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


OLDER PEOPLE 


@ Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
Road (£1.50). Keep fit, bingo, indoor 
bowls, speakers, activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


Hi Golden Circle 
@ Mrs 5S Williams, 01865 770626 and 
07748 999522 


i Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre) 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 0X4 
™W). 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church Over 
60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


WELLBEING 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 

@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 

@ Yoga For All 

Experienced Yoga teacher. 

@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 

= ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

@ 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 
@ The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

® 01865 794794 


The Clockhouse 
Community 
Centre 


Our sessions are either 
low-cost or free, and all 
Leys over 50s are very 
welcome! 


Welcome events for local over-50s 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Ornot been for awhile? Meet others 
and find out more, at these free, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. We run lots of 
great, low-cost activities. Please tel: 
01865 395908 for date and details of our 
next Welcome Social. 


Oxfordshire Unlimited 

(ou) coffee morning. 

Last Thursday of each month. Next ones: 
31 July and 28 August, both 12 noon to 2 
pm. OU supports and empowers people 
with disabilities. Come and find out 
more! Free. All welcome. 


Rosewood Club. 

Are you caring fora friend or family 
member with dementia? Rosewood 
Club is run by local charity Daybreak at 
the Clockhouse, offering fun, sociable 
and stimulating days for people with 
dementia, and a break for their carers. 
£12 a day includes a hot two-course 
meal, and beverages. Transport (if 
required) is an additional £5 per day. 
Open each weekday. Tel: 749349 or email: 
rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk for 
more details or to book an initial visit. 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
‘@ 01865 247788 


@ Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 

10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 & £6. First class half price. 
@® 07974185554 


m@ Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £11 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 
www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice on 
benefits, debt, housing and consumer 
issues. Outreach session at the 
Clockhouse, by Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. To book an appointment please 
tel: 395908. Sessions are usually the 

last Monday of the month. No monthly 
session in August — please tel: 395908 for 
information on September availability. 


Games Club for over 50s 

Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble or 

a wide choice of other games, with 

this friendly and sociable group. NO 
experience needed — beginners are very 
welcome. The club will be meeting on 
Monday afternoons, 1.30 to 3.30 pm, 
starting 8 September 2014. Don’t miss it! 
£1. Tea/coffee/biscuits included. 


Dancing for over 50s 

Monthly dances. Try different dance 
styles, to a variety of music. No partner 
or experience needed. Beginners very 
welcome. Wonderful exercise, and 
great fun too! Please contact Leys CDI 
Clockhouse Project tel: 395908 for date 
and details of our August dance event. 
£2, Tea/coffee/biscuits included. 


Oxford City Councillors’ Surgery 
Monthly Drop-in Session 

Meet your local city councillors and 
discuss any concerns. No appointment 
needed. First Monday of the month 
(except Bank Holidays) at the Clockhouse, 
6.30 to 7.30 pm. Next one: 1 September. 


Yoga for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 
A wonderful way to boost your flexibility, 
and feel calm and refreshed. Beginners 
very welcome. Why not come and give 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Redeem Christian 

Church of God 

Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
Road. 

Sunday Service: 3—6.00pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7—8pm, except 
last Friday of month. 


@® 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


@ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room (includes 
special activities for children and young 
people). 

@® Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 
982804 


@ Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 11am—2pm 
@® 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


@ Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and 
children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 

@® 01865 776903 


& Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm 
@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


@ Seventh Day 

Adventist Church 

1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—-11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


H Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre 

Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 9.30am—3.00pm. A 
self-help group of people who use or have 
used Mental Health Services, working 
together to get support for, to share 
experiences. Lunch available for £1. 

@ 07729 581975 


NOTICES 


Socialist Party 
Meeting 
Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
@ 0208 9888777 


The Leys WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm to 9.30pm, 
at The Clockhouse. 

‘@ Sue 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


this friendly group a try? Tuesdays 10 to 
11 am, starting on 9 September 2014. £2. 
No booking needed — just turn up. 
Tea/coffee/biscuits included. 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 

No pressure, or reading music, just relax 
and enjoy singing in good company. Easy 
songs, lovely harmonies. Beginners very 
welcome. Aimed primarily at people 
living in and near the Leys. EveryTuesday 
afternoon starting 9 September 2014, all 
sessions 1.30 to 3.30 pm. FREE (donations 
towards costs welcome). Please tel: 
395908 for details. 


Crafts group for over 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, or 
sewing and have a natter. Beginners very 
welcome. Friendly and sociable group. £1. 
Every Wednesday, 11 am to 12.30 pm. 


Creative writing for over 50s 

No experience needed. Writing ideas and 
tips to get you started. Another short 
course is planned for the Autumn. Please 
tel: 395908 for dates and details. 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost your energy. 
Come and give ita try! very Thursday 
morning starting 4 September 2014, all 
sessions 10—11 am. Come any week. 
Drink/biscuits included. £2. 


Gardening Club 
Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 


Leys Community 
Market 


Freshly grown and home produced 


goods...from local veg, chutneys, cheeses 


and bread, to jewellery, perfumes, hand 
crafted gifts and more. Enjoy a tasty 
lunch/brunch in the café. 

Next date at the Barn, Nightingale 
Avenue: Saturday 30 August 
Tam—2pm 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


WEYMOUTH 
DAYTRIP 


Saturday 13 September 
Pick up at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre at 9am 
Cost: £16 
For more info call 07754 217128 
gladiatorclub.co.uk 
juty1308@yahoo.co.uk 


£2 per meeting. Adults of ALL ages very 
welcome. You don't have to be an active 
gardener — club meetings are talks and 
socials. Next meeting:Thursday 7 August, 
2-4pm.. 


Computer courses for over-50s. 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners very welcome. £1 per 
session. You need to book a place. Tel: 
07951149724 (Jimmy), or 07962887379 
(Gerry) for details. 


Evening Activities Group. 

Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse Activity 
Nights Group) at our friendly evening 
socials. Meet others, relax, chat, and 
make new friends, after your busy day. 
ADULTS OF ALL AGES WELCOME! Come 
with friends or on your own — you will 

be very welcome. £2 includes tea/coffee/ 
biscuits. Bring a bottle if you'd like. Next 
meetings: BINGO NIGHT on Wednesday 30 
July 7-9 pm, QUIZ NIGHT on Wednesday 
27 August 7—9 pm. Tel: 395908 for details, 
or just turn up on the night. 


Community gardening for volunteers 
Adult volunteers of any age are 

needed and welcome, to help keep the 
Clockhouse courtyard garden looking 
beautiful in every season. Enjoy fresh 

air and good company while doing 
something really positive for your local 
community. Regular work parties held. 
Please contact tel: 395908 for dates and 
more details. 


Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) 


@ 01865 395908 


E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


@ Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, 
with children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: Mondays 


(except bank holidays) at 
6.30— 7.30pm. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding 
arrangements. 


Photo: Jo Stannard 


@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


All night prayers: Fridays, 79pm 
Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm 
Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 
964056 & 07877 054600 

Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


@ Kingsway International 
Christian Centre 


Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, children's 
church runs concurrently. 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 

Pegasus Road, Oxford. OX4 6JL 

Tel: 07951262426 

Email: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
Web: www.kiccoxford.org.uk 
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YOUR LOCAL 


REPRESENTATIVES 


@ PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Brian Lester, 

Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard 

For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9 am — 5 pm, Monday to Friday). 
Send mail to Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, 
Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
Blackbird Leys Ward 


Hi Val Smith —Labour. 4 Flaxfield Road, 0X4 60D 
@ 07767 446051 E: clirvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


@ Rae Humberstone —Labour. 75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 
@® 01865 779678 E: cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing street surgeries every other 
week. They can also visit people in their homes—ring or email to make 
arrangements. 

Northfield Brook Ward 


W@ Steve Curran —Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, 0X4 1TG 
@® 07941 785538 E: StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 


Hi Scott Seamons —Labour. Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, 0X4 2GY 
@® 07910 595047 E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Steve Curren and Scott Seamons have a surgery at 6.30 pm on the first 
Monday of the month at the Clockhouse. 


@ OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Leys Division 

Hi Val Smith —Labour. 4 Flaxfield Road, 0X4 60D 
@® 07767 446051 E: val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


@ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford 
@® 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm 


Blackpool Trip 


25 August 
to 29 August 


Staying in The 
Lawton Hotel. 

If interested contact 
Edward for prices 
and details on 
07795 037307 


S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 


Managed by the third generation of Childs family, 


142 OQederd Rood 
Cowley 
Oxford 

ON4 2EA 

Tek 01865 T1407 


Phanmacy House 
4 London Road 
Headington 
Onford O23 FAA 
Tel: 01865 4Tr2 


hi The Parache 1 Courtland Road 
Onford Road Rosehill 

Kidlington OXS IEE Oxford ONG 4HZ 

fet 01865 T7RRSS ‘Deb 01665 7Ti7no 


‘ Elms Parade 
Batley 
Oxford (XZ FL 
Tel: 01865 74.5464 


wew.serchilds.co.uk info@erchilds.couk 
We sprcialion in nepabriation te amd hroen the LK 
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THE BLACKBIRD LEYS MILE 2014 


For teams and individual entrants 
Blackbird Leys Park, Pegasus Road 

9 August 2014 

8:30 am-9:30 am registration 

10:00 am race start 


REGISTRATION IS FREE 

Medals for all finishers 

Trophies for all categories 

Team prizes for teams of 3 and above 


Team entries 


Who's the fastest over a mile? Boxers? Footballers? Aunt Sally 
players? Enter a team of three or more athletes, family 
members or friends to prove it - and win a special team prize 
into the bargain! 


PR 
a 2, 


Working Class Association 


: Saturday 6th Sept 2014, 12-4pm 
-Blackbird Leys Park, Cuddesdon Way: 


Penalty Shootout! Geis ie 
~ 
oKarts! ¢@ Bands and 
° \ (° Performances! 
aby Area: 
. Final of ‘CDI’s 
Got Talent’! 


<< ENTRY! 


Everyone welcome 


Lots of activities—all free or low-cost 
Food stalls available—or bring a picnic 
Whatever the weather—fun for all ages! 
Please note: as an open access event, parents & carers are responsible for 


their children. Photos are being taken and the event is being filmed—please 
tell the photographer if you do not want to be photographed / filmed. 


More info - Oxfordshire Play Association (OPA): Tel: 01865 779474; 
a Email: jane.gallagher@oxonplay.org.uk; Website: www.oxonplay.org.uk 
Event website: www.leystestival.weebly.com 


BLACKBIRD LEYS _cunported ey Pr 
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August 2014 


ruskincolege 
Short Courses at 


RADICAL 
THaNKERS 


RuskinCollege 
Oxford 


Creative 
Writing 


Maths 
and 
English 


And many 
more!!! 


Psychology 


Drugs and 
Alcohol 
Awareness 


No qualifications needed! 
For more information visit our 
website or contact: 

T: 01865 759625 
E:shortcourses@ruskin.ac.uk 


— Follow Ruskin College, Oxford 


iol ie? 7 


Si 
pay ez 
lOkeas 


Ri-iccm 


www.ruskin.ac.uk 


ST SP HATE UK) 
Understanding Stop and Search 


A free community event to increase 
awareness of the use of Stop and Search, 
its use, your rights and its 
Impact in your community 


Your opportunity to find out the facts and 
give us your views about its use by 
Thames Valley Police 


The session will be delivered by Stop Hate UK in 
association with Thames Valley Police. 


Stop Hate UK are an Independent charity working 
Throughout Oxfordshire to raise awareness of Hate 
Crime, Prejudice and Discrimination 


Tuesday 5th August 7:00pm—9:00pm 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road 


i 
ST S'P HATE UK 
0800 138 1625 


24 HOUR HELPLINE 
1080013 


THAMES VALLEY 


POLICE 


Text Relay 1800 81625 


c 


